NOTES
v- W-5 (pages 157-92)
1.  No one was quite sure what these chemical experiments en-
tailed, but they seemed mainly to do with the distilling of various
substances such as peppermint and the dregs of strong beer from
which he extracted a potent and very nauseous spirit that few of his
visitors could be persuaded to taste, though none could fail to
smell. He also conducted experiments on his own body, shaving
the hairs on his arms and chest to see how long it took them to
grow, measuring the length of a cut finger nail so that, as he
recorded in his journal, he might 'know the growth of nails*.
2.   Johnson, in an amusing conversation with Mr and Mrs
Thrale, described the management of his kitchen:
'And pray, sir/ Mr Thrale asked him. *Who is clerk of your
kitchen?'
*Why, sir, I am afraid there is none; a general anarchy prevails in
my kitchen, as I am told by Mr Levett who says it is not now what
it used to be.*
*Mr Levett, I suppose, sir, has the office of keeping the hospital in
health, as he is an apothecary?*
'Levett, madam, is a brutal fellow, but I have a good regard for
him/
'But how do you get your dinners drest?*
<Why, Desmoulins has the chief management of the kitchen; but
our roasting is not magnificent, for we have no jack,*
*No jack! Why how do they manage without?*
'Small joints, I believe, they manage with a string, and larger are
done at the tavern. I have some thoughts (with a profound gravity)
of buying a jack, because I think a jack is some credit to a house.*
'Well, but you'll have a spit, too?'
*No, sir, no. That would be superfluous, for we shall never use it;
and if a jack is seen a spit will be presumed.'
3. James Elphinston was Strahan's brother-in-law. At his school
in Kensington he 'educated young gentlemen under sixteen at
25!, a year, and above that age in proportion*. The school was not
successful and Elphinston gave it up in 1776.
4.  Sir John Dalrymple, the Scottish judge, was the author of
Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland.
5. Lady Diana Beauclerk, daughter of the second Duke of Marl-
borough, had been unfaithful to her first husband, Frederick St
John.
6. Robert Chambers was Blackstone's successor as Vmerian Pro*
fessor of Law at Oxford.
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